
UNC CHARLOTTE
BOARD OF VISITORS

Thursday, October 30, 2025
CO-LAB at UNC Charlotte Center City

AGENDA
Welcome 

Charles Bowman
Co-Chair, Board of Visitors

The Difference Is Charlotte
Sharon L. Gaber, Chancellor

Building Charlotte’s  
Entrepreneurial Talent Pipeline

Richard Buttimer  
Dean, Belk College of Business

49er Foundry Student  
Pitch Competition

Moderated by Brad Yeckley  
Executive Director of the Center for 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation 

PITCHES FROM:
Blue Wings Aerial Solutions
Boobys Mobile Beverages

Optimist

Closing
Charles Bowman  

Co-Chair, Board of Visitors
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BOOBYS MOBILE BEVERAGES 
drinkboobys.com
Boobys™ Mobile Beverages is a 
bold coffee and mocktail brand 
named after the iconic Blue-Footed 
Booby bird. They are not here to join 
the beverage industry. They are here to disrupt it. 
Standout drinks, cheeky branding, and a name you 
will never forget. That is the Boobys promise.

BLUE WINGS AERIAL SOLUTIONS 
bluewings-aerialsolutions.com
Blue Wings is an in-house drone 
partner transforming businesses 
by integrating drones into core 
operations, from energy/utilities 
to logistics. They manage the whole cycle of 
fleet operations from drone selection, software 
integration, data capture, and analysis, bridging the 
gap across industries.

OPTIMIST 
optimist.gg
Optimist is a B2C computer 
company that specializes in 
workstation desktops, home servers, 
travel computers, and gaming 
PCs. With the explosion in demand for AI training 
and computing power, they’re focusing on creating 
portable, powerful, and quiet AI systems by building 
proprietary cooling systems.

49ER FOUNDRY STUDENT  
PITCH COMPETITION
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